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Lessons Learned 

• The recommendation report is not a checklist – 
Prioritizing the recommendations is essential 

– Early, small wins are important  

– Many of the recommendations are never “complete” 

 

• Leverage the community to move the work 

– ELL Community Leaders Advisory Panel 

– Latino Policy Institute Report 

 

  
 

http://www.providenceschools.org/


© 2012 Providence Public School District  

15 

Lessons Learned 

• Strategic partnerships are key in moving the work 
forward 

– Roger Williams University 

• PRIME ELL (mathematics & language acquisition K-5) 

– Providence Education Research Consortium 

– US Department of Health & Human Services 
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Challenges 

• Keeping the momentum going 

• Having to re-address recommendations 

• Appropriately certified & trained personnel 

– Lack of fully certified ESL/Bilingual teachers 

– District and school based professional development is optional  

– Teacher & TA collective bargaining agreements 

• Lack of resources to support the significant, ongoing 
enrollment of new arrivals 

– 431 New Arrivals to the US since 07/01/13 

– Seats – building capacity to enroll and appropriately service 
students 

– Changing demographic of ELLs 

– Current RIDE high school graduation requirements 
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